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WELCOME TO THE  
WORLD SEABIRD CONFERENCE 
As Chair of the World Seabird Union, it is my great 
pleasure to welcome you to the 4th World Seabird 
Conference in Hobart, Tasmania. Every �ve years, 
this conference brings together the global seabird 
community to share discoveries, strengthen 
partnerships, and advance the science and 
conservation needed to protect some of the world’s 
most remarkable and most threatened birds. This year’s 
theme, "Wings of Adaptation: Seabirds in a Changing 
Climate," re�ects both the urgency of the challenges we 
face and the remarkable capacity of this community to 
respond through collaboration, innovation, and shared 
purpose.

WSC4 represents a milestone for both the conference 
and the World Seabird Union. We are excited to 
welcome delegates from more than 48 countries, 
including representatives from more than 11 countries 
attending a World Seabird Conference for the �rst time, 
including many countries from throughout Oceania 
and Asia. The scienti�c program features hundreds 
of oral and poster presentations spanning every 
ocean basin and every stage of a seabird’s life cycle, 
while our expanded hybrid format, the �rst of its kind 
for the conference, ensures that colleagues around 
the world can participate through live and recorded 
sessions, interactive discussions, and extended post-
conference access. Together, these achievements 
re�ect our commitment to making seabird science 
more accessible, more inclusive, and more globally 
connected than ever before.

Lindsay Young
Chair, World Seabird Union

None of this would have been possible without the 
extraordinary dedication of our Scienti�c Committee, 
Local Organising Committee, World Seabird Union 
Board, volunteers, sponsors, partner organisations, 
and the many individuals who have contributed their 
time and expertise over the past several years. Most 
importantly, thank you to every delegate for being part 
of this global community. We hope the conversations 
you begin here will spark new collaborations, inspire 
bold ideas, and strengthen our shared commitment 
to ensuring that future generations inherit oceans 
still �lled with the sight and sound of thriving seabird 
populations. 

Welcome to WSC4.

Photo: Zerra Egerton — WSC4 Seabird Photo Contest entry
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ABOUT THE CONFERENCE
The World Seabird Conference (WSC) stands as the foremost global event devoted exclusively to seabird research, 
conservation, and management. Convened every �ve years by the World Seabird Union (WSU), this conference 
unites scientists, conservation leaders, resource managers, policymakers, students, and partner organisations 
from across the globe. Participants exchange cutting-edge research and innovative ideas, and build lasting 
collaborations that drive seabird conservation on a global scale.

Since its inception in 2010, the WSC has evolved into a truly international meeting, typically attracting 600�800 
delegates from over 50 countries. Through a diverse program of plenary lectures, symposia, workshops, oral 
presentations, poster sessions, networking events, and �eld excursions, the conference offers an unrivalled 
platform to tackle the pressing challenges confronting seabirds and the marine environments they inhabit.

CONFERENCE THEME 
WINGS OF ADAPTATION: SEABIRDS IN A CHANGING CLIMATE

The World Seabird Conference originated from discussions among seabird researchers who recognised that many 
of the greatest challenges facing seabirds transcend political and geographic boundaries. Inspired by the success 
of international collaborations during the 1990s and early 2000s, the �rst World Seabird Conference was held in 
Victoria, Canada, in 2010 and led directly to the formation of the World Seabird Union.

Subsequent conferences have continued to expand the global seabird community:

�	 2010 � Victoria, Canada (698 delegates) 
�	 2015 � Cape Town, South Africa (561 delegates) 
�	 2021 � Virtual Conference (802 delegates) 
�	 2026 � Hobart, Australia  

Collectively, the �rst three conferences welcomed more than 2,000 participants from approximately 50 countries, 
with roughly one-quarter to one-third of attendees being students. The geographic rotation of host regions, 
combined with the success of virtual participation in 2021, has strengthened the conference�s role as the world�s 
leading forum for seabird science and conservation.

HISTORY OF THE WORLD SEABIRD CONFERENCE
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ABOUT 
WORLD SEABIRD UNION

The World Seabird Union (WSU) was established in 2010 
following the inaugural World Seabird Conference to 
address global challenges in seabird conservation and 
research. Rather than functioning as an individual-
membership society, WSU serves as a federation of 
regional and national seabird organisations, fostering 
collaboration while preserving the independence and 
regional identities of its member groups.

WSU provides a global platform for dialogue, capacity 
building, scienti�c collaboration, and conservation 
advocacy. Through its conferences, communications, 
strategic initiatives, and international partnerships, 
WSU connects researchers, managers, and 
conservation practitioners working to address threats 
including habitat loss, invasive species, �sheries 
bycatch, pollution, and climate change

30-Year Vision: Facilitate the efforts of our member 
organisations across the globe to promote seabird 
conservation.

15-Year Mission: To create and enhance sustainable, 
diverse networks and partnerships that foster and 
share seabird research, knowledge, and ideas on a 
global level. 

Strategic Priorities
The WSU Strategic Business Plan focuses on four long-
term priorities:

�	 Strengthening global communication and     
cooperation among seabird organisations

�	 Increasing participation and capacity building in 
underrepresented regions. 

�	 Supporting equitable access to data, funding, and 
scienti�c opportunities.

�	 Securing sustainable long-term funding to support 
WSU�s mission and member organisations.  
 

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and 
Justice
WSU is committed to building an international 
community that values diversity, equity, inclusion, 
and justice. The organization recognizes that broad 
participation across cultures, regions, and career 
stages strengthens seabird science and conservation 
while fostering lasting international partnerships. 

Member Organizations
�	 African Seabird Group
�	 American Bird Conservancy
�	 Argentine Seabird Group
�	 Atlantic Marine Bird Cooperative
�	 Australasian Seabird Group
�	 BirdLife International, Global Seabird Programme
�	 BirdsCaribbean
�	 Circumpolar Seabird Group (CBird)
�	 Dutch Seabird Group
�	 European Seabirds at Sea Group
�	 Japan Seabird Group
�	 Grupo de Ecología y Conservación de Islas
�	 Medmaravis
�	 Ornithological Society of New Zealand
�	 Paci�c Seabird Group
�	 Peruvian Assn for the Conservation of Nature
�	 Royal Naval Birdwatching Society
�	 The Seabird Group
�	 The Waterbird Society
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Photo: Lindsay Young (Chair, Board of Directors, 2021–2026)  — WSC4 Seabird Photo Contest entry

Delegates from around the world entered the WSC4 Seabird Photo Contest � look for the entries throughout this programme.
Vote for the People�s Choice Award: scan the code on the back cover. Voting closes Thursday 10 September, 12:00.

Photo: Claire Greenwell Photo: Gracie Rawlinson

Photo: Benjamin Viola Photo: Pablo Guti�rrez Maier
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Welcome to Delegates From the Australasian Seabird Group. On behalf of the Australasian Seabird Group, it is our 
great pleasure to welcome you to Hobart for the World Seabird Conference.

Hobart sits at the edge of some of the richest seabird habitat on the planet � the Southern Ocean and Bass Strait 
converge here, drawing together species from Antarctic petrels to Australasian gannets, and it feels only �tting 
that researchers, managers, and conservation practitioners from across the globe are gathering in this city to 
share what we�ve learned about protecting them.

This conference comes at a pivotal moment for seabird science. Our understanding of demography, foraging 
ecology, and population dynamics is deepening just as our seabirds face an accelerating set of pressures � from 
climate-driven shifts in prey availability to the rapid expansion of offshore industries into waters they have used 
for millennia. The work being presented over the coming days � spanning tracking technology, seabird ecology, 
�sheries interactions, and marine spatial planning � re�ects a community rising to meet that moment with rigour 
and collaboration. 

We are especially glad to welcome delegates who have travelled long distances to be here � from the Northern 
Hemisphere�s breeding colonies to island nations across the Paci�c and the Southern Ocean research stations 
many of you call a second home. Tasmania has a proud tradition of seabird research, and we hope you�ll �nd time 
between sessions to experience a little of what makes this place special, on land and at sea.

Thank you to the organising committee, our sponsors, and the many volunteers who have made this gathering 
possible, and thank you all for the work you do, year-round, on behalf of the birds that unite us here today. We wish 
you a productive, thought-provoking, and thoroughly enjoyable conference. 

WELCOME FROM THE  
AUSTRALASIAN SEABIRD GROUP

Photo: Ally Lemon ( Committee Member: Early Career Scientist) — WSC4 Seabird Photo Contest entry
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On behalf of the Scienti�c Programme Committee for WSC4, we are thrilled to bring you a world-class scienti�c 
programme for this year�s meeting. Spanning �ve days, four workshops, fourteen symposia, �ve concurrent oral 
sessions, and a jam-packed poster session, the programme before you is the product of the entire global seabird 
community � the symposium and workshop conveners who shaped its themes, and the hundreds of researchers, 
students, and practitioners whose abstracts �ll its oral and poster sessions. From seabird biology and behaviour 
to population and climate ecology, �sheries interactions, and conservation practice, it re�ects the extraordinary 
breadth of work now underway across every ocean basin and every stage of the seabird life cycle. We are proud 
that colleagues from more than 50 countries have contributed to this science, making WSC4 one of the most 
globally connected gatherings our community has ever held.

This year�s theme, �Wings of Adaptation: Seabirds in a Changing Climate,� runs through the programme as both 
a scienti�c question and a shared responsibility. Across contributed talks, poster sessions, thematic symposia, 
and hands-on workshops, you will �nd work that asks how seabirds are responding to a rapidly changing ocean 
� and how our science can keep pace to inform the conservation decisions those changes demand. We have 
built the programme to encourage exactly the kind of exchange that moves a �eld forward: room for early-career 
researchers alongside established voices, for emerging methods alongside long-term datasets, and for the 
cross-regional conversations that seabird science, by its very nature, requires.

Our programme reaches beyond the walls of the venue. Our hybrid format, including a dedicated virtual day and 
extended post-conference access, means colleagues who cannot travel to Hobart can still present, discuss, and 
connect. We encourage you to make the most of it: attend a session outside your usual area, seek out someone 
whose work you have only read, interact with online attendees through the conference app, and carry the 
questions raised here into new collaborations. Thank you for contributing your science to WSC4 � we look forward 
to discovering, together, what this remarkable community will share.

Juliet Lamb and Grant Humphries
Co-Chairs, WSC4 Scienti�c Programme Committee

WELCOME FROM THE   
SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME CHAIRS

Photo: Nora Theurich — WSC4 Seabird Photo Contest entry
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CODE OF 
CONDUCT 
The World Seabird Union is committed to providing a welcoming, safe, inclusive, and respectful environment 
for everyone attending the 4th World Seabird Conference, regardless of career stage, nationality, race, ethnicity, 
gender identity, sexual orientation, disability, religion, age, or professional background. WSC4 values diversity of 
perspectives and encourages open scienti�c discussion conducted with professionalism and mutual respect. 

EXPECTED CONDUCT 

All participants�including delegates, speakers, exhibitors, sponsors, volunteers, organizers, and venue staff�are 
expected to: 

�	 Treat others with courtesy, professionalism, and respect. 
�	 Foster an inclusive environment where all participants feel welcome. 
�	 Engage in constructive scienti�c dialogue while respecting differing viewpoints. 
�	 Respect Indigenous cultures, local customs, and the host community. 
�	 Follow venue policies and conference guidelines. 
�	 Support a conference culture free from harassment, intimidation, discrimination, and bullying. 

UNACCEPTABLE BEHAVIOUR 

The following behaviours are inconsistent with the values of WSC4 and will not be tolerated: 

�	 Harassment or discrimination in any form. 
�	 Intimidation, stalking, or threatening behaviour. 
�	 Unwelcome sexual attention or inappropriate physical contact. 
�	 Offensive verbal or written comments directed toward individuals or groups. 
�	 Disruptive behaviour during presentations or conference events. 
�	 Photography or recording where prohibited or without permission. 
�	 Retaliation against individuals who report concerns. 

REPORTING CONCERNS 

Participants who experience or witness behaviour inconsistent with this Code of Conduct are encouraged to 
contact a member of the WSC4 Organising Committee or conference staff as soon as possible. Reports will be 
treated con�dentially to the extent possible and addressed promptly and respectfully. 

The Organising Committee reserves the right to take appropriate action, including removal from conference 
activities without refund where necessary to protect participant safety and maintain a respectful conference 
environment
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VENUE
Hotel Grand Chancellor Hobart
1 Davey Street, Hobart TAS 7000, Australia

A waterfront venue in the centre of Hobart, with modern 
conference facilities and views across the Derwent 
River to kunanyi / Mount Wellington. On-site amenities 
include the Tasman Restaurant, the Atrium Lounge Bar, 
undercover parking, a heated indoor pool, gym and 
sauna.

Salamanca Place, Battery Point and the MONA ferry 
terminal are all within walking distance.

ACCESSIBILITY
The venue has wheelchair-accessible entrances, 
lifts and toilets, and hearing loop systems in selected 
conference rooms. Accessible guest rooms are 
available on request. Assistance animals are welcome.

If you have an access requirement we can help with, 
please speak to staff at the registration desk.

REGISTRATION AND INFORMATION DESK
The registration desk is on the Mezzanine Level. 
Leishman Associates staff are there to help with 
registration, session attendance and any other 
questions about the conference.

Monday 7 September		   14:00 � 17:00
Tuesday 8 September	                  07:00 � 17:30
Wednesday 9 September	  07:30 � 17:30
Thursday 10 September	  07:30 � 18:30
Friday 11 September	                  07:30 � 17:30 

NAME BADGES
Name badges are required for entry to all sessions 
and social events, and should be worn at all times 
in the venue. If you have a lanyard from a previous 
conference, please bring it � it saves us ordering new 
ones.

GENERAL  
CONFERENCE INFORMATION 

WI-FI

Network: Wildlife Acoustics � WSC4 

Password: seabirds2026 (all lower case)

SOCIAL MEDIA

Share your conference with #WSC4

Bluesky • worldseabirdunion.bsky.social 

Instagram • @worldseabirdunion

Facebook • facebook.com/World.Seabird.Union

X • @seabirders

YouTube • @WSeabirds

LOCAL  
INFORMATION 
GETTING AROUND 

The venue sits on Hobart�s waterfront, within walking 
distance of Salamanca Place, Battery Point, and the 
MONA ferry terminal. The DoubleTree by Hilton (179 
Macquarie Street) is about a 16-minute walk from the 
venue, and Travelodge Hotel Hobart (167 Macquarie 
Street) about 15 minutes; both are listed as o�cial 
conference accommodation options. Hobart Airport is 
roughly 18 km from the city centre.  

DINING 

On-site: Tasman Restaurant and the Atrium Lounge Bar 
at the Hotel Grand Chancellor (open daily). 

Nearby: Salamanca Place and Battery Point offer a 
range of restaurants, cafØs, and the weekly Salamanca 
Market.

https://bsky.app/profile/worldseabirdunion.bsky.social
https://www.instagram.com/worldseabirdunion/
https://www.facebook.com/World.Seabird.Union
https://x.com/Seabirders
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnjWVJvGQk2IY8_W5GBCMEg
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PRACTICAL  
NOTES 

WEATHER
September marks the beginning of spring in Tasmania, 
with cool and changeable weather conditions. 
Delegates should be prepared for a range of conditions, 
including occasional rain and brisk winds. 
Typical temperatures: 

Average high: 17°C (63°F)
Average low: 7°C (45°F)
 
We recommend packing:

�	 Layered clothing, including warm and waterproof 
outerwear

�	 Comfortable walking shoes for the conference 
programme and excursions

�	 An umbrella or raincoat

ELECTRICITY 

For visitors travelling to Australia:
�	 Voltage: 230�250 volts
�	 Plug type: Type I (three �at pins in a triangular 

formation) 

International visitors may require a plug adapter 
and, depending on their home country and devices, a 
voltage converter. 
 
CHILDCARE SERVICES 
 
Childcare is not provided directly by the conference; 
however, we are pleased to share details of hotel-
recommended in-room childcare providers for families 
attending WSC4.
 
While other providers may be available online, we are 
unable to independently verify their credentials and 
therefore cannot make additional recommendations 
beyond the providers listed below.
 
Hobart Babysitting
Hobart Babysitting is operated by Jessie Rankin 
and provides in-room childcare services for visitors 
to Hobart. This provider is recommended by the 
conference hotel.

Rates: From AUD $40 per hour for one to two children. 
Additional travel charges may apply depending on 
suburb and distance.
Availability: Jessie has regular weekly clients, so 
availability varies. Early enquiries are strongly 

recommended to secure your preferred dates and 
hours. 
 
Pre-booking consultation: Prospective clients are 
welcome to arrange a phone or video call with Jessie 
before con�rming a reservation. 

To enquire or book:
Phone: +61 404 955 527
Facebook: facebook.com/HobartBabysitting
 
Butter�y Babysitting Agency
Butter�y Babysitting Agency is owned by Heidi Howard 
and offers in-room childcare services for visitors 
to Hobart. This provider is recommended by the 
conference hotel.
 
Fees: The minimum fee for up to three children is AUD 
$120 for the �rst three hours. Thereafter, the rate is 
AUD $30 per hour until midnight and AUD $35 per hour 
after midnight. Additional fees may apply for more than 
three children or where families combine and use the 
same babysitter. Some locations may incur transport 
and/or parking fees. 

Availability: Heidi and a selection of experienced 
contract babysitters are available for daytime and 
after-hours babysitting. Babysitter pro�les can be 
viewed via the Butter�y Babysitting Agency Facebook 
page. Please note that availability varies between 
providers, as many babysitters balance childcare work 
with other professional commitments. Early enquiries 
are strongly recommended to secure your preferred 
dates and times.
 
To enquire or book:
Phone: +61 411 220 850 

http://facebook.com/HobartBabysitting
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SOCIAL PROGRAMME
& THINGS TO DOName badges are required for entry to all social events.

EARLY CAREER SOCIAL
Monday 7 September � 15:00�18:00
The Telegraph Hotel, Pub &
Rooftop Bar, Hobart

An informal pre-conference meetup
for students and early career
researchers before the conference
officially begins. Free; booking
required.

SCAN TO REGISTER

WELCOME RECEPTION
Monday 7 September � 18:15�20:15
Waterline Berthing Deck, Brooke Street Pier

An informal gathering with light refreshments to open
WSC4 � reconnect with colleagues and meet new ones. An
8-minute walk from the Hotel Grand Chancellor. Included
for full-registration delegates; day delegates and
additional tickets $50.

POSTER SESSION & NETWORKING SOCIAL
Tuesday 8 September � 19:00�22:00
Federation Ballroom

Three hours to explore the posters, meet presenters and
network over light refreshments. Odd-numbered posters
19:00�20:30, even-numbered 20:30�22:00. Cash bar
available.

EARLY CAREER SPEED NETWORKING
Wednesday 9 September �
20:00�22:00
Harbour View 1

Small groups of graduate students
and early career researchers rotate
between mid-career and senior
colleagues for advice and career
questions. Free; booking required.

SCAN TO REGISTER

AWARDS PRESENTATION
Thursday 10 September � 18:00�18:30
Federation Concert Hall

Student, Early Career, Presentation and Travel Awards are
presented during the Closing Ceremony, together with the
People�s Choice photo award.

CLOSING BANQUET
Thursday 10 September � 19:00�22:00
Federation Ballroom � $120 per person

The highlight of the social programme: a relaxed dinner
and celebration to close the in-person conference. Silent
auction winners announced. Tickets at the registration
desk or via conference@laevents.com.au

SUNRISE BIRD WALKS
Tuesday 8 � Wednesday 9 � Thursday 10 � Friday 11 September � meet 06:30 at the Waterworks
Reserve entrance (about 15 minutes� drive from the Grand Chancellor)

Start your conference day with a complimentary guided walk hosted by the Local Organising Committee in
partnership with BirdLife Tasmania; each runs about 1.5 hours. No booking required � delegates must sign
the BirdLife Tasmania waiver before the walk. Dress for cool early-morning conditions and bring binoculars
if you have them.
Mark Holdsworth OAM, BirdLife Tasmania � mark.holdzy@icloud.com � +61 419 120 298

MEETING POINT

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/world-seabird-conference-early-career-social-tickets-1997179499646?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/world-seabird-conference-ecr-networking-event-tickets-1997180954999?aff=oddtdtcreator
mailto:conference@laevents.com.au
https://maps.apple.com/place?map=h&address=Waterworks+Reserve%2C+Ridgeway+TAS+7054%2C+Australia&coordinate=-42.905939%2C147.297011&name=Marked+Location
mailto:mark.holdzy@icloud.com
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EXPLORE TASMANIA
Popular independent options include Bruny Island, MONA by ferry, kunanyi / Mount Wellington, Cape Hauy in 
Tasman National Park, Bonorong Wildlife Sanctuary, and Richmond’s historic Georgian village. 

A full list of post-conference tour options is available on the conference website.

Photo: Romney Edwards-Francis — WSC4 Seabird Photo Contest entry

UPDATE YOUR  
PROFESSIONAL HEADSHOT 

Looking to refresh your professional pro�le? We�ve got you covered!
A professional headshot photographer will be available during the conference from 9�11 September, 11:30 am�3:30 
pm, giving you the perfect opportunity to get a polished, professional photo while you�re here.

https://worldseabirdunion.org/world-seabird-conference-home/explore-hobart-daily-bird-walks-scenic-tasmania-tours/
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SYMPOSIUM S01:  
Seabird Social Science
Conveners: Thomas Bodey (University of Aberdeen, UK), James Russell (University of Auckland, Aotearoa NZ) 
 
People are central to seabird conservation, and engagement and capacity building with small or remote 
communities is a critical component for success. This symposium brings together scientists and practitioners 
in seabird and island conservation/restoration to reveal synergies and differences across contexts and cultures, 
bridging the gap between community engagement, scienti�c understanding, and applied management. 

SYMPOSIUM S02:  
Seabird tracking data and novel tools to guide marine conservation areas in the High Seas
Conveners: Stephanie Borrelle (BirdLife International), Tammy Davies (BirdLife International), Lindsay Young 
(National Geographic Pristine Seas) 

Seabird tracking is a powerful tool for marine spatial planning, offering insights into biodiversity, connectivity, and 
conservation priorities. This symposium highlights new tracking data and analytical methods that support  
data-driven marine conservation, including tracking priorities for the Paci�c region. 
 

SYMPOSIA & WORKSHOP  
DESCRIPTIONS

CONFERENCE  
FORMAT

The WSC4 programme includes symposia spanning the breadth of modern seabird science and conservation. 
Topics include: 

�	 Seabird Social Science 
�	 Climate Change and Adaptation 
�	 Fisheries Interactions and Bycatch 
�	 Marine Spatial Ecology and Protected Areas 
�	 Tracking Technologies and Movement Ecology 
�	 Island Restoration and Biosecurity 
�	 Seabird Health and Disease 
�	 Conservation Policy and Ocean Governance 
�	 Emerging Monitoring Technologies 
�	 Community Engagement and Capacity Building 
�	 Seabird Ecology, Behaviour, and Population Dynamics 

Each symposium brings together experts from multiple countries to provide synthesis, highlight recent advances, 
and encourage international collaboration. Workshops complement the scienti�c sessions through interactive 
discussions, skill development, collaborative planning, and working groups focused on practical conservation and 
research challenges.

WSC4 runs across �ve days, 7�11 September 2026: a day of pre-conference workshops, three full days of the 
scienti�c programme in Hobart, and a Hybrid Day on Friday 11 September combining virtual sessions with  
in-person workshops.
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SILENT  A UC T ION WSC 4  · HOBA RT  20 26

7–11 SEPTEMBER 2026

SILENT
AUCTION

BIDDING OPENS

�! �a�_�H�=�x���Œ���0�J�i �o�J�^ �E�J�l
BIDDING CLOSES

�1�Q�p�l�m�H�=�x���†�…���0�J�i �o�J�^ �E�J�l

SCAN TO BROWSE & BID

Scan the code or visit  the auct ion table on
the Mezzanine Level to browse the lots — you
can bid f rom your phone at  any t ime during
the conference.

Winners are announced at the Conference Dinner
on Thursday evening, and lots can be collected
from the auct ion table.

BROWSE THE LOTS Auction table, Mezzanine Level

WINNERS ANNOUNCED Conference Dinner, Thursday
evening

COLLECT YOUR LOT From the auction table

00













4th World Seabird Conference | Page 26

WSC4 
ORGANIZING COMMITTEES

Conference Executive Committee 

Provides overall leadership and 
coordination for the World Seabird 
Conference. The Committee 
oversees conference planning, 
budget development, fundraising, 
scienti�c programming, logistics, 
communications, and coordination 
among all conference committees 
to ensure successful delivery of the 
meeting.  

Chair: Lindsay Young  

Local Organising Committee 

The local organising committee 
took on the overall responsibility for 
the location speci�c components 
of the conference including 
coordinating all on-the-ground 
conference logistics, including 
venue operations, accommodations, 
catering, transportation, exhibitors, 
�eld trips, social events, and local 
arrangements.  

Members
Nicholas Carlile (Chair)
Barry Baker (co-chair)
Lisa O’Neill (co-chair)
Alan Tennyson 
Andre Chiaradia 
Belinda Cannell 
Chris Gaskin 
Lily Bentley 
Lauren Roman 
Perviz Marker 
Penny Beaver 
Yuna Kim 

Scienti�c Programme Committee 

The Scienti�c Programme 
Committee is in charge of 
determining the scienti�c vision 
and program for the conference, 
including plenary speakers, 
symposia, workshops, abstract 
review, scheduling, session 
organization, and production of the 
�nal scienti�c program.  

WSC4 depends on more than its committees. A small army of volunteers 
keeps the conference running from sta�ng the registration desk, chairing 
scienti�c sessions, supporting AV, and judging student presentations. 
Close to a third of delegates gave their time in one form or another, and the 
conference would not happen without them.

We are grateful to the following:

�	 Registration desk
�	 Session chairs
�	 AV support
�	 Student presentation judges
�	 Poster session support
�	 Social programme and events

THANK YOU  
TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
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Chairs: Juliet Lamb and Grant 
Humphries 

Members
Akinori Takahashi 
Barry Baker 
Graeme Taylor 
Ken Morgan 
Kirsty Franklin 
Lindsay Young
Natalia Rosciano 
Pat Jodice 
Debs Allbrook

Early Career Scientist Committee 

The Early Career Scientist 
Committee worked to provide 
mentoring opportunities, 
networking events, workshops, and 
professional development activities 
that support students and early-
career seabird researchers.  

Chair: Jacqui Glencross 

Members
Ally Lemon 
Karina Sorrell 
Lauren Roman 
Lily Bentley 
Ella Peoples
Laura Patier
Isabella Diaz Santabanez 

Travel Awards Committee 

The travel awards committee 
took on the task of reviewing all 
travel award applications and 
allocated funding to maximize 
global participation, particularly 
among students, early-career 
scientists, and delegates from 
underrepresented and developing 
regions. 
Chairs: Chris Gaskin and Ursula 
Ellenberg 

Members
Alan Tennyson 
Melanie Steinkamp 
Yuna Kim
Yasuko Suzuki
Fiona McDuie 
Christina Hagen 
Josh Adams 

Alex Robbins
Miran Kim 
Tegan Carpenter-Kling

Hybrid Event Committee 

A new committee for WSC 4, the 
hybrid committee oversaw all virtual 
and hybrid components of the 
conference, including live-streamed 
sessions, recorded presentations, 
online access, technical integration, 
and digital participation to 
maximize global accessibility.  

Chair: Anna Vallery 

Members
Alex Robbins 
Barry Baker 
Carlos Zavalaga
Carrie Kovalick 
Cinthia Irigoin 
Marc Romano 
Nicholas Carlile 
Sami Dodino 
Jacqui Glencross
Lisa O�Neill
Natalia Rosciano
Melina Barrionuevo

Student Awards Committee 

The student awards committee 
coordinated judging and 
recognition of outstanding student 
oral and poster presentations and 
will oversee presentation awards 
presented during the conference. 
 
Chairs: Belinda Cannell and Yuna 
Kim 

Members
Alan Tennyson 
Lauren Roman
Jacopo Cecere
Grainne Maguire
Marc Travers
Ralph Vanstreels
Carlos Zavalaga

Communications Committee 

The communications 
committee lead the conference 
communications and outreach, 

including the conference website, 
social media, newsletters, 
promotional campaigns, and public 
engagement before, during, and 
after the conference.  

Chair: Carrie Kovalick 

Fundraising Committee 

The fundraising committee works 
together to secure sponsorships, 
grants, exhibitor support, and 
institutional partnerships to 
ensure the �nancial success of the 
conference while expanding travel 
awards and accessibility initiatives.  

Members
Lindsay Young (Chair)
Carrie Kovalick 
Robb Kaler




































































